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except they reform it before it comes to our hands, we will not
deigu the hearing nor answering of it.

Dated at Newmarket, 3 December, 1621.

Rush worth, I. p, 43.

14. Petition of (he House of Commons^ 9 Dec., 1621 *,

Most dread and gracious Sovereign : "We your most humble
and loyal subjects, the knights, citizens and burgesses as-
sembled in the Commons House of Parliament, ... in all
humbleness beseech your most excellent Majesty that the
loyalty ami dutifulness of as faithful and loving subjects as
ever served or lived under a gracious sovereign may not un-
deservedly suffer by the misinformation of partial and uuccitam
reports, which are ever unfaithful intelligencers: but that your
Majesty would, in the clearness of your own judgment, first
vouchsafe to understand from ourselves, aud not from other,?,
what cur humble * Declaration and Petition, resolved upon by
the universal voice of the House, and proposed, with your
gracious favour, to be presented unto your sacred Majesty, doth
contain. [A summary of the petition (Xo, 12, above) follows.]

This being the effect of what we had formerly resolved upon,
and these the occasions and reasons inducing the &ame, our
humble suit to your Majesty and confidence is, That your
Majesty will be graciously pleased to receive, at the hands of
these our messengers, our former humble Declaration and
Petition, and vouchsafe to read and favourably to interpret the
same : . . . and whereas your Majesty, by the general words of
your letter, secmeth to restrain us from intermeddling with
matters of government or particulars which have their motion
in the courts of justice, the generality of which words, in the
largeness of the extent thereof (as we hope beyond your
Majesty's intention), might involve these things which are the
proper subjects of parliamentary occasions and discourse: and
whereas your Majesty doth seem to abridge us of the ancient
liberty of parliament for freedom of speech, jurisdiction and
just censure of the House, and other proceedings there (where-

1 Debated on Dec. 5, 6, and 7 ; pa^ed. by the Hou*e on Dec. 8 (C. 3- I.
pp. 658-661}, and presented to the King on Dec. lo (Hid, p. 663 .